What ever Happened to ..Pal nyra Steaner & Hose Co.
By Beth Hoad
Pal nyra Hi storian

On Feb. 9, 2001, Harry Wiite, on behalf of Palnyra
Steaner & Hose Co. No. 1, Inc. presented a gift of $1400 to
t he Pal myra- Macedon Educati onal Foundation. It was the w sh
of the three remaining nenbers to support humanitarian and
educati onal organizations in the area. To be sure,
know edge of the hose conpany is probably quite Iimted.
Therefore, it is only proper that the story of the conpany
be told in the words of its remaining spokesman, Harry
Wi te.

“The Pal nyra Steaner & Hose Conpany was forned in the
| ate 1800's and was incorporated in 1909. Through the
follow ng years, it was one of three active fire conpanies
that made up the Pal nyra Fire Departnent.

The conpany consisted nostly of Main Street nerchants
and businessnen. Village officials, officers of Garl ock
Packi ng Co. and other local politicians were al so included.
Sonme village residents | ooked upon it as the elite conpany
of the departnent. They were also referred to as the ‘Knife
and Fork Conpany’ as nenbers enjoyed nmany social affairs
during the years.

To becone a nenber, one had to reside in the Village of
Pal nyra. If the time cane that a nenber noved fromthe
village imts, his nane was renoved fromthe rolls. The
by-l aws stated nenbership was not to exceed 50 nenbers.
Therefore, over the years, because interest was so great in
joining the conpany, there were tinmes when a prospective
menber had to wait up to a year before an opening occurred.

Upon joining, all new nmenbers were placed on
probationary status for a period of one year. Then at the
end of that year, if all the requirenents of the conpany
were nmet, they were placed on pernmanent active status.

Through the years, many changes occurred within the
conpany and interest in joining declined. A nunber of the
active menbers discontinued their businesses or left the
area and, as a result, the nunber of active nmenbers fell.
Age also took its toll on the active nenbership, and many
chose to maintain an inactive status.

In 1959, the Sexton Hydrant & Hose Conpany and the
Protective Hook & Ladder Conpany di sbanded and forned the
Pal nyra Fire Conpany. The Steaner & Hose Conpany decided to
remain as an inactive and social organization.

At that time, Donald WIkinson and this witer [Harry
VWite] were the only active nenbers remaining in the
conpany. In order to remain as active nenbers of the fire
departnment, we were both nade honorary nenbers of the newy
formed Pal nyra Fire Conpany. Don and | both served a nunber
of years as assistant chiefs, and | had the honor and
privilege of serving as Fire Chief 1977-1980. As a matter



of interest, | was the | ast nmenber taken into the Steaner &
Hose Cop. 46 years ago, in 1955.

The Steaner & Hose roll presently consists of three
menbers: Arthur McKeown (who sadly passed away Feb. 22,
2001), Frank Palner (presently confined in an adult care
facility) and nyself, Harry Wite.

As a result, the three of us decided to disband the
conpany and use the remaining limted assets to assist and
support humanitarian and educati onal organizations in the
area. Funds have been distributed to Homer’s Kids, Habitat
for Humanity, Mercy Flight, Palnyra Fire Departnent
Enmer gency Squad and, nost recently, to the Pal nyra-Macedon
Educati onal Foundati on.

Many changes have occurred in our lives, but we have
many fond nmenories of our past with Steaner & Hose. The
deci sion to disband the conpany was not an easy one. W are
happy to have been able to play a part in the fire service
of Pal nyra and that we were able to provide sonme financi al
assi stance to the above nentioned organi zations. ”

Thank you Harry, for your story. Assuredly, the people
who have benefited fromboth the past fire service of
St eanmer & Hose and those who will benefit fromyour recent
donations al so thank you.

Sonme additional information has cone to |ight about the
conpany. The earliest known and docunented nmenbership |ist
is from 1870 and includes the Valentine Natt, Manley L.
GCsborne, WlliamH H Gsborne, WIIliam Rushnore, A P.

Seel ey, Abner Seeley, Charles Segar, G R Stoddard, Moses
Stoppard, Wlliam A Santford, WIlliamL. Tucker and Wlls
Tyler, Jr. Also, according to an early 1890’s notice in the
Pal nyra Denocrat, Palnmyra Steamer & Hose Co. No. 1, with C
A. Sanford follow ng names as listed in conpany records:

Wl liamH Bunp, John Corning, Joseph Corning, lrving F

Eggl est on, Anps Jones, Janes Kell ey, Daniel Keone, WIIiam
Lai ng, as President and Charles H North as Secretary, net
on the first Tuesday evening every nonth in their roons in

t he Jarvis Bl ock.

Anot her article referred to the conpany as it appeared
at the Fireman’s Day cel ebration in Newark on June 13, 1892
as follows: “The Palnyra Steaner & Hose Conpany, a fine
body of nmen all well-drilled headed by the popul ar
Manchester band formed a very inportant part of the
procession. Troop, who enjoys a high reputation as a drum
maj or was at the head. He was for the day the distinguished
drumngjor. ”

In a Feb. 1959 letter to Eugene Spangenberg, then
President of the Palnyra Fireman’s Association, G Robert
M I 1ligan, Secretary of Steaner & Hose Conpani es stated
“The nmenbers of our Conpani es voted unani nously agai nst
di sbanding. | have been asked to convey to you the notice



of this action as well as the reasons for the action. These
are listed below 1. The system of separate conpani es has
provi ded excellent fire protection for our community. Wy
ri sk our good record by disbanding? 2. It has been brought
to our attention that in a nunber of comunities, where
simlar proposals were adopted, the experinment was not
successful. 3. Should the Pal nyra Fire Conpany prove
unsuccessful, the community would be w thout adequate fire
protection since the separate conpani es woul d have been
di sbanded. 4. W feel that the Palnyra Firenen’s
Associ ation to which our Conpani es gi ve whol ehearted support
is an effective neans of establishing, maintaining and
communi cating fire protection policies anong the different
conpani es and their menberships.

Finally, there are strong sentinental reasons why the
men do not want to see the Steaner and Hose Conpani es, #1,
I nc. disbanded. These personal reasons, however, would not
be conpelling if we felt that Palnyra could better be served
by another type of fire fighting organi zation. W do not
agree that disbanding our present organization will benefit
the community. 1In fact, we believe that the proposal
contained in your letter would prove detrinmental to the well
bei ng of the residents of Palnyra.”

Thus ends the saga of the Pal nyra Steaner & Hose Soc.
No. 1, Inc.
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